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Sept. 18, 1995
CONFERENCE EXAMINES FINANCIAL FUTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
MISSOULA -
About 140 state legislators, business executives and university officials from 13 states are 
meeting in Missoula through Tuesday to discuss the prospects for financial support of public 
universities over the next decade and to form an action agenda.
The conference, "Quality...Access...Cost: The Financial Future of Public Higher Education 
in the West," is funded by private contributions and hosted by Montana Gov. Marc Racicot,
Montana University System Commissioner Jeff Baker and University of Montana President George 
Dennison.
In opening the conference Sunday evening, Racicot said civil discussion between the public 
and government, legislative and university leaders is needed to meet the challenges facing public 
higher education in the next decade.
"Greater informed citizen scrutiny of and involvement with public institutions in a 
democracy can only produce more responsive and effective public institutions," Racicot told the 
gathering. "If we do not allow the people who are paying for our work in on our problems, then it 
should never surprise us that they will not buy into our solutions. Especially if those solutions 
seem to require a greater blind financial investment by those same financially-hardpressed citizens."
Quality, access and cost can no longer be separate issues, Racicot said. "We cannot look at 
quality as belonging to the university system. We cannot look at "access" as belonging to the
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students, parents and federal government. And we cannot look at cost as belonging to the 
Legislature and the governor. The coming 'new partnership' requires a collegiality and openness 
that involves everyone everywhere."
Racicot told his audience that "quality" can no longer be defined as the amount of money 
spent per student. Instead, the concept of quality must be measured in new, more effective and 
revealing ways, he said.
Conference participants and speakers will spend Monday framing the issues that face 
funding of public education before formulating an agenda during Tuesday’s sessions.
States represented by conference participants are Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, California, 
Idaho, Illinois, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming.
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